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This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

1 (Currently Amended) A fault-tolerant router, comprising: 

a first router matrix card, said first router matrix card receiving N parity 

encoded input digital audio data streams and generating, from said N parity encoded 

input digital audio data streams, a first set of M parity encoded output digital audio 

otn.^rT,^, y/harein M ap H M are integers and U is different from N; 

a second router matrix card, said second router matrix card receiving said N 

parity encoded input digital audio data streams and generating, from said N parity 

encoded input digital audio data streams, a second set of M parity encoded d.g.tal 

audio streams; 

an output card coupled to said first router matrix card and said second router 
matrix card, said output card receiving said first set of M parity encoded output 
digital audio streams from said first router matrix card and said second set of said M 
parity encoded output digital audio streams from said second router matrix card, 
providing, as an output therefrom, a selected one of said first and second sets of M 
parity encoded output digital audio streams, and sv^itching from said selected one of 
said first and second sets of M parity encoded output digital audio data streams to 
an unselected one of said first and second sets of M parity encoded output digital 
audio data streams based upon detecting a parity error in said selected one of said 
first and second sets of M parity encoded output digital audio data streams. 

2, (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 1. wherein said output card 

further comprises a switching circuit coupled to receive said first set of M parity 

encoded output digital audio data streams from said first router matrix card and said ; 

second set of M parity encoded output digital audio data streams from said second 

router matrix card, said switching circuit switching from said selected one of said first 

and second sets of M parity encoded output digital audio data streams to said 

unselected one of said first and second sets of M parity encoded output digital audio 

data streams in response to assertion of a switching signal. 
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3. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 2. wherein said output card 
further comprises: 

a first parity check circuit coupled to receive said first set of M parity encoded 
output digital audio data streams from said first router matrix card; 

a second parity check circuit coupled to receive said second set of M parity 
encoded output digital audio data streams from said second router matrix card; and 

a logic circuit coupled to receive a first parity error signal from said first parity 
check circuit and a second parity check error signal from said second parity check 
circuit, said logic circuit determining, based upon said first parity error signal 
received from said first parity check circuit and said second parity error signal 
received from said second parity check circuit, whether to assert said switching 
signal. 

4. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 3. wherein said output card 
further comprises 

a first delay circuit coupled to receive said first set of M parity encoded output 
digital audio data streams from said first router matrix card; and 

a second delay circuit coupled to receive said second set of M parity encoded 
output digital audio data streams from said second router matrix card; 

said switching circuit coupled to receive said first set of M parity encoded 
output digital audio data streams from said first router matrix card and said second 
set of M parity encoded output digital audio data streams from said second router 
matrix card via said first delay circuit and said second delay circuit, respectively. 

5. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 3, wherein said logic circuit 
asserts said switching signal Ijased upon detection of said parity en-or in said 
selected one of said first and second sets of M parity encoded output digital audio 
data streams regardless of whether a parity error is present in said unselected one 
of said first and second sets of M parity encoded output digital audio data streams. 
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6 (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 3 wherein said logic circuit 
asserts said switching signal based upon detection of said parity error in said 
selected one of said first and second sets of IVl parity encoded output digital audio 
data streams only if a parity error is not present in said unselected one of said first 
and second sets of M parity encoded output digital audio data streams. 

7. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 3. wherein said switching circuit 
switches back from said unselected one of said first and second sets of M parity 
encoded output digital audio data streams to said selected one of said first and 
second sets of M parity encoded output digital audio data streams based upon 
assertion of said switching signal. 

8. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 7. wherein said logic circuit 
asserts said switching signal based upon detection of a parity en-or in said 
unselected one of said first and second sets of M parity encoded output digital audio 
data streams. 

9. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 7. wherein said logic circuit 
asserts said switching signal based upon detection of a parity error in said 
unselected one of said first and second sets of M parity encoded output digital audio 
data streams only if no parity error Is present in said selected one of said first and 
second sets of M parity encoded output digital audio streams. 

10. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 7, wherein said logic circuit 
asserts said switching signal based upon detection of a parity error in said 
unselected one of said first and second sets of M parity encoded output digital audio 
data streams regardless of whether a parity error is present in said selected one of 
said first and second sets of M parity encoded output digital audio data streams. 
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1 1 . (Currently Amended) For a broadcast router having an input card, a firet router 
matrix card and a second router matrix card, said input card transmitting a set of N 
input digital audio data streams to said first router matrix card and said second 
router matrix card, said first router matrix card outputtlng a first set of M output digital 
audio data streams and said second router matrix outputting a second, replicated, 
set of M output digital audio data streams, a method of selecting one of said first and 
second sets of M output digital audio data streams as the output of said broadcast 
router. whRr^^in M and N are intege r ^ «nd M is different from N. the methpd 
comprising: 

propagating said first set of M output digital audio data streams through at 
least one components of said first router matrix card; 

each one of said at least one component of said first router matrix card 
adding at least one bit of information to said first set of M output digital audio data 
streams propagating therethrough; 

propagating said second set of M output digital audio data streams through at. 
least one component of said second router matrix card; 

each one of said at least one component of said second router matrix card 
adding at least one bit of information to said second set of M output digital audio 
data streams propagating therethrough; and 

selecting one of said first and second sets of M output digital audio data 
streams as the output of said broadcast router based upon a comparison of said at 
least one bit of infonnation added to said first set of M output digital audio data 
streams to said at least one bit of information added to said second set of M output 
digital audio data streams. 

12. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 11, wherein said at least one bit 
of infonnation is comprised of at least one status bit. 

13. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 11, wherein said at least one bit of 
information is comprised of at least one health bit. 
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14 (Previously Presented) The method of claim 13. wherein selecting one of said 
first and second sets of M output digital audio data streams as the output of said 
broadcast router further comprises: 

determining a first sum by. adding said at least one bit added to said first set 

of M output digital audio data streams; 

determining a second sum by adding said at least one bit added to said 
second set of M output digital audio data streams; and 

selecting one of said first and second sets of N output digital audio data 
streams as the output of said broadcast router based upon a comparison of said first 
sum to said second sum. 

15 (Previously Presented) The method of claim 11. and further comprising: 

encoding parity Infomiation into said first set of N input digital audio data 
streams prior to transmission of said input digital audio data streams to said first 
router matrix of said first router card and said second router matrix of said second 
router matrix card, said first set of M output digital audio data streams output said 
first router matrix being a first set of M parity encoded digital audio data streams and 
said second set of M output digital audio data streams output said second router 
matrix being a second set of M parity encoded digital audio data streams; 

checking said first and second sets of Wl parity encoded output digital audio 

data streams for parity errors; 

selecting one of said first and second sets M parity encoded output digital 
. audio data streams as the output of said broadcast router based upon the presence 
of parity errors in said first set of N output digital audio data streams, the presence of 
parity errors in said second set of N output digital audio data streams and said 
comparison of said at least one bit of Information added to said first set of M parity 
encoded output digital audio data streams to said at least one bit of information 
added to said second set of M parity encoded output digital audio data streams. 
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16 (Previously Presented) The method of claim 15. wherein selecting one of said 
first and second sets of M parity encoded output digital audio data streams as the 
output of said broadcast router further comprises: 

determining a first sum by adding said at least one bit added to said first set 
of M parity encoded output digital audio data streams; 

determining a second sum by adding said at least one bit added to said - 
second set of M parity encoded output digital audio data streams; and 

selecting, one of said first and second sets of M parity encoded output digital 
audio data streams as the output of said broadcast router based upon the presence 
of parity errors in said first set of M parity encoded output digital audio data streams, 
the presence of parity errors in said second set of M parity encoded output digital 
audio data streams and a comparison of said first sum to said second sum. 

17. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 1. wherein said output card is 
further configured to continue providing as the output therefrom the unselected one 
of said first and second sets of M parity encoded output digital audio streams, even 
if no further parity error is detected in said selected one of said first and second sets, 
unless a parity error is detected in said unselected one of said first and second sets. 

18. (Currently Amended) A fault-tolerant router, comprising: 

a first router matrix card, said first router matrix card receiving N parity 
encoded input digital data streams and generating, from said N parity encoded input 
digital data streams, a first set of M parity encoded output digital streams , wherein M 
^nd M are iq^eaers and M is differ ent from N; 

a second router matrix card, said second router matrix card receiving said N 
parity encoded input digital data streams and generating, from said N parity encoded 
input digital data streams, a second set of M parity encoded digital streams; 

an output card coupled to said first router matrix card and said second router 
matrix card, said output card receiving said first set of M parity encoded output 
digital streams from said first router matrix card and said second set of said M parity 
encoded output digital streams from said second router matrix card, providing, as an 
output therefrom, a selected one of said first and second sets of M parity encoded 
output digital streams, and switching from said selected one of said first and second 
sets of M parity encoded output digital data streams to an unselected one of said 
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first and second sets of M parity encoded output digital data streams based, upon 
detecting a parity error in said selected one of said first and second sets of M parity 
encoded output digital data streams. 

19. (Currently Amended) For a broadcast router having an input card . a first router 
matrix card and a second router matrix card . said input card transmitting a set of N 
input digital data streams to said first router matrix card and said second router 
matrix card , said first router matrix card outputting a first set of M output digital data 
streams and said second router matrix outputting a second, replicated, set of M 
output digital data streams, a method of selecting one of said first and second sets 
of M output digital data streams as the output of said broadcast router, wherejp IVI 
and N are Inte-oers and M is HHferent from N. the method comprising: 

propagating said firet set of M output digital data streams through at least one 
components of said first router matrix card; 

each one of said at least one component of said first router matrix card 
adding at least one bit of information to said first set of M output digital data streams 
propagating therethrough; 

propagating said second set of M output digital data streams through at least 
one component of said second router matrix card; 

each one of said at least one component of said second router matrix card 
adding at least one bit of information to said second set of M output digital data 
streams propagating therethrough; and 

selecting one of said first and second sets of M output digital data streams as 
the output of said broadcast router based upon a comparison of said at least one bit 
of information added to said first set of M output digital data streams to said at least 
one bit of Information added to said second set of M output digital data streams. 

20. (New) A fault-tolerant router, comprising: 

a first router matrix card, said first router matrix card receiving N parity 
encoded input digital audio data streams and generating, fi-om said N parity encoded 
input digital audio data streams, a first set of M parity encoded output digital audio 
streams; 

a second router matrix card, said second router matrix card receiving said N 
parity encoded input digital audio data streams and generating, from said N parity. 
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encoded input digital audio data streams, a second set of M parity encoded digital 

audio streams; and 

an output card coupled to said first router matrix card and said second router 
matrix card, said output card receiving said first set of M parity encoded output 
digital audio streams from said first router matrix card and said second set of said M 
parity encoded output digital audio streams from said second router matrix card, 
providing, as an output therefrom, a selected one of said first and second sets of M 
parity encoded output digital audio streams, and sw/itching from said selected one of 
said first and second sets of M parity encoded output digital audio data streams to 
an unselected one of said first and second sets of M parity encoded output digital 
audio data streams based upon detecting a parity error in said selected one of said 
first and second sets of M parity encoded output digital audio data streams. 
v\^herein said output card furtlier comprises: 

a switching circuit coupled to receive said first set of M parity encoded 
output digital audio data streams from said first router matrix card and said second 
set of M parity encoded output digital audio data streams from said second router 
matrix card, said switching circuit switching from said selected one of said first and 
second sets of M parity encoded output digital audio data streams to said 
unselected one of said first and second sets of M parity encoded output digital audio 
data streams in response to assertion of a switching signal; 

a first parity check circuit coupled to receive said first set of M parity 
encoded output digital audio data streams from said first router matrix card; 

a second parity check circuit coupled to receive said second set of M 
parity encoded output digital audio data streams from said second router matrix 
card; and 

a logic circuit coupled to receive a first parity error signal from said first 
parity check circuit and a second parity check error signal from said second parity 
Qheck circuit, said logic circuit determining, based upon said first parity error signal 
received from said first parity check circuit and said second parity error signal 
received from said second parity check circuit, whether to assert said switching 
signal, and 

wherein said logic circuit asserts said switching signal based upon detection 
of said parity error in said selected one of said first and second sets of M parity 
encoded output digital audio data streams regardless of whether a parity error Is 
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present in said unselected one of said first and second sets of M parity encoded 
output digital audio data streams. 

21 (New) A fault-tolerant router, comprising: 

a first router matrix card, said first router matrix card receiving N parity 
encoded input digital audio data streams and generating, from said N parity encoded 
input digrtal audio data streams, a first set of M parity encoded output digital audio 

streams; . 

a second router matrix card, said second router matrix card receiving said N 
parity encoded input digital audio data streams and generating, from said N parity 
encoded Input digital audio data streams, a second set of M parity encoded digital 
audio streams; and 

an output card coupled to said first router matrix card and said second router 
matrix card, said output card receiving said first set of M parity encoded output 
digital audio streams from said first router matrix card and said second set of said M 
parity encoded output digital audio streams from said second router matrix card, 
providing, as an output therefrom, a selected one of said first and second sets of M 
parity encoded output digital audio streams, and switching from said selected one of 
said first and second sets of M parity encoded output digital audio data streams to 
an unselected one of said first and second sets of M parity encoded output digital 
audio data streams based upon detecting a parity error in said selected one of said 
first and second sets of M parity encoded output digital audio data streams, 
wherein said output card further comprises: 

a switching circuit coupled to receive said first set of M parity encoded 
output digital audio data streams from said first router matrix card and said second 
set of M parity encoded output digital audio data streams from said second router 
matrix card, said switching circuit switching from said selected one of said first and 
second sets of M parity encoded output digital audio data streams to said 
unselected one of said first and second sets of M parity encoded output digital audio 
data streams in response to assertion of a switching signal; 

a first parity check circuit coupled to receive said first set of M parity 
encoded output digital audio data streams from said first router matrix card; 
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a second parity check circuit coupled to receive said second set of M 
parity encoded output digital audio data streams from said second router matrix 
card; and 

a logic circuit coupled to receive a first parity error signal from said first 
parity check circuit and a second parity check error signal from said second parity 
check circuit, said logic circuit determining, based upon said first parity error signal 
received from said first parity check circuit and said second parity error signal 
received from said second parity check circuit, whether to assert said switching 

signal, and 

wherein: 

said switohing circuit switches back from said unselected one of said first and 
second sets of M parity encoded output digital audio data streams to said selected 
one of said first and second sets of M parity encoded output digital audio data 
streams based upon assertion of said switching signal, and 

said logic circuit asserts said switching signal based upon detection of a parity 
error in said unselected one of said first and second sets of M parity encoded output 
digital audio data streams regardless of whether a parity error is present in said 
selected one of said first and second sets of M parity encoded output digital audio 
data streams. 
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